
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

It has certainly been an exciting and smooth start to what promises to be a fantastic school year!  No one can deny 

that the pandemic still poses challenges; however, we feel our health and safety protocols are strong, consistent, 

and working well.  I would like to thank our students, staff, community, parents and school system leadership for 

their dedication and continued support in making our schools the best they can be.  Our teachers and students have 

been working hard to settle into a routine of expectations and procedures.  Most importantly, high levels of 

learning for every student continues to take place here at Franklin.   

As always, we wish to express our sincere gratitude toward our entire school learning community.  We would not be 

the amazing school that we are without the help and support of all of you!  Thank you, and may you have a safe,  

healthy and happy fall season! 

Mrs. Lee Vang, Principal 

 

SCHOOL REMINDERS  

Children should not arrive at school before 7:50 a.m.  They are not to enter the building before the 

bell rings unless inclement weather exists or previous arrangements have been made with a teacher 

or the principal.  Children using the playground before 7:50 a.m. do so at their own risk.  Adult 

supervision is not guaranteed prior to that time. 

There is no playing on the playground before school begins.  All students meet and line up on the blacktop  

playground upon arrival.  All students need to be at school at 8:08 a.m., which is when the bell rings for the 

students to come inside the building.  The second bell rings at 8:10 a.m., and the school day officially begins. 

Please be prompt when picking students up at the end of the school day.  We do not permit students to stay on 

school grounds after school unless they are participating in a school-sponsored activity.  Students are dismissed at 

3:10 p.m. 

Anyone who comes to pick up a child at the end of the school day should have a designated outside pick up spot 

when the last bell rings at 3:10 p.m.  In order to ensure school safety, parents will not be permitted to wait in the 

hallways near the classrooms. 

Students can be picked up and dropped off along 33rd and Dale Streets.  If students are picked up and dropped off 

along 35th Street, please avoid parking alongside the street where there is a no parking/no stopping sign.  Violators 



will be issued a fine from the city.  For the safety of all our students, please make sure they use the crosswalk to 

cross the streets.  Please, no pick up or drop off traffic should be in the staff parking lot or circle drive before or  

after school.   

Children may not leave school during the school day without an adult signing them out of the office.  No one is 

allowed to enter the playground to speak to or pick up a child during the school day.  During the school day, children 

must be picked up in the office.  All visitors must come directly to the office and sign in. 

 

COMMUNITY FLYERS UPDATE 

As a service to the community, the Manitowoc Public School District posts flyers for upcoming events from 

nonprofit organizations on their homepage and Facebook page.  Please visit the web site at 

www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers for additional information on the following flyers: 

Holy Family Conservatory of Music Group Classes 

Manitowoc County Figure Skating Club – Learn to Skate (Classes begin October 5 or 6) 

Art on the Lakeshore – Saturday, October 9 

 

SCHOOL NURSE MESSAGE 

Your child’s eyes are an important piece of their health and well-being.  Healthy vision is important 

for their development and their success in school.  Yearly vision screening is important to detect if 

there are any problems.  Often, children do not tell their families that they are having difficulty  

seeing.  Listed below are some things to watch for: 

 Squinting and/or straining to see; 

 If your child closes one eye and lets you know it helps to see better; 

 Frequent headaches; 

 Eye rubbing; 

 Sitting too close to the TV; and 

 Difficulties reading such as frequently losing their place or pulling the book close to their face. 

We are excited to announce the Lions/Lioness Club will be at Franklin School on Tuesday, October 12, 2021, to 

conduct free vision screenings for our students.  They will be using the SPOT vision screener which takes an image 

of the eye from three feet away and determines if your child requires the attention of a vision care specialist.  It 

is a very quick and easy process that accurately detects problems such as refractive errors (nearsightedness, 

farsightedness); amblyopia (lazy eye); strabismus (crossed eyes); and anisocoria (unequal pupil-size).  Please make 

sure your child is in attendance, and if they have glasses, make sure they are wearing them.  You will receive a 

letter from the school nurse if your child needs further evaluation.  

 

READING NEWS 

Taking the time to talk to your child about the books he or she reads is one of the best ways to 

support literacy development.  You will engage your child in critical thinking – a key skill for 

success in school and the future.  In the next few months, we will be sharing some questions to 

ask your child before, during and after reading.  Here are some tips on ways to start a book  

discussion with your child: 

Before your child reads a book, ask: 

 Why did you select this book? 

 What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

 What do you think the book is going to be about? 

 Does this book remind you of anything else you’ve already read or seen? 

 What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

 What do you think is going to happen? 
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 What are you wondering?  What do you want to know? 

 How do the pictures help you predict what the story will be about? 

 What problems do you think the characters will face?  What makes you think that? 

 

MEDICATION REMINDERS 

Does your child require prescription medication to be given at school?  If so, the following information will be 

helpful to you. 

 A medication consent form must be completed and signed by both parent and doctor noting the 

name of medication, dosage amount and time of day it is to be administered. 

 The medication must be in the original container with the original prescription label on the 

container, which will be kept locked in the office health room.  School personnel will dispense 

all medication.  Students are not allowed to be in possession of medicine at any time. 

 Please notify the school office immediately when the medication is discontinued.  If the dosage is changed, 

 a new form must be completed. 

If your child needs to take nonprescription medication that is not prescribed by a doctor, we request the following:  

 A completed medication consent form; however, since the medication is not a prescription, doctor’s 

signature is not required. 

 The medication must be in the original bottle or bag or it will not be given. 

 Only school personnel are allowed to dispense nonprescription medication.  If a student comes to school 

 with nonprescription medicine, they must give it to the office so it can be locked in the health room.  

If you have any questions, please contact the office staff at 663-9510. 

 

MATH CORNER 

What doesn’t look like math practice, sound like math practice, or use worksheets of any kind?  Games!  

There are a number of games that you probably already have in your home that promote math skills and 

social skills; i.e., taking turns and graceful winning/losing, and family bonding time.  Sudoku and Mathopoly are  

examples of popular math games that families can play. 

You also use math in cooking with your kids!  When you cook, focus on counting; i.e., how many eggs, counting 

teaspoons or cups.  Teach them fractions in terms of cup and teaspoon measurements.  Kids can learn math while 

doubling or halving a recipe.  Cooking with your kids is a great opportunity to help them learn valuable math skills.   

 

PTA NOTES 

Happy October everyone!  We have so many things to celebrate this month!  After a month of school, we 

had a spirit stick sale which was VERY popular with the students, and we had our Packer tailgate party.  

Five lucky kids won either a basket full of items donated by the Green Bay Packers or a Packers backpack 

which were donated by the PTA.  

We are excited for the return of our very popular rummage sale this month!  Our fall 

rummage sale hours are Thursday, October 14, from 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Friday, October 15, 

from 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; and Saturday, October 16, from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Admission 

on Thursday for the early bird sale is $2.00 and $1.00 on Friday and Saturday.  We still 

have spots available!  Tables are $10.00; ten percent of the proceeds are returned to the PTA, which in turn, are 

used for Franklin School.  Spots are still available to reserve your table space.  You must bring your own table, and 

you will need to price all of the items.  We will take care of the advertising and all of the sale transactions.  You do 

NOT need to be present during sale hours; however, you are responsible for taking down your table/items.  If you 

are interested or want more information, please contact the Franklin PTA at franklinpta@mpsd.school or  

(920) 905-0402.     
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Spirit sticks will be for sale in the gym during lunch on Wednesday, October 20.  Franklin School 

and the PTA will post the October spirit sticks that will be for sale on their Facebook pages, and 

an Infinite Campus message will be sent out to all families. 

Not only do we want to thank everyone who ordered from the Hansen’s Fundraiser, but we also 

want to thank you for taking the time to ask your family, friends and neighbors to help raise money 

for our school.  Our fundraiser pick-up will be in the gym on Wednesday, October 20, from 3:10-6:00 p.m.  

This is the same date as our PTA meeting.  Stop in the gym to pick up your items, and then stick around for the 

meeting which will begin at 6:00 p.m.  We will have free childcare and there will be a Google virtual meet option. 

The link for the Google meet will be posted on the PTA Facebook page.  

We are so excited to announce the Halloween Trunk-or-Treat Fall Festival on Sunday, October 31!  There will be 

trick-or-treating and spooky, yet family friendly games.  This family event will be held on the blacktop behind 

Franklin School from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Manitowoc’s trick-or-treating is from 5:00-7:00 p.m., so make it a spooky, 

family friendly day and come join us!  We are asking Franklin staff and parents to join us by hosting a “trunk.”  All 

you have to do is decorate your vehicle/trunk to your liking and hand out candy to all of Franklin School’s goblins 

and ghouls!  If you have already volunteered to donate candy, please bring it to school no later than Wednesday, 

October 27.  We will be participating in the Teal Pumpkin campaign; allergy friendly items will be available during 

trick-or-treating event.  

It’s never too late to join the PTA!  We are always looking for volunteers to help us with our family events.   

 

____________________________________________ 

 

OCTOBER DATES TO REMEMBER 

October National Bully Prevention Month 

October 8 1st grade field trip, School Forest, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. 

October 11 Columbus Day 

October 14 Early bird rummage sale, gym, 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 

October 15 Rummage sale, gym, 8:00-6:00 p.m. 

 No school – staff development day 

October 16 Rummage sale, gym, 8:00-12:00 p.m. 

October 20 Fundraiser pickup, gym, 3:10-6:00 p.m. 

 PTA meeting, library, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

October 26 Vision screening, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

October 29 End of first quarter 

October 31 Trunk or Treat Fall Festival, outside on the blacktop, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE FUTURE 

November 11 School picture retakes, 9:00 a.m. 

 Parent/teacher conferences (classes released at 11:30 a.m.) 

 

 

  



 
 


